


























ATTACHMENT A



Michael Ober

From: Scott Cohen <scottaycohen@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, January 29, 2020 2:10 PM
To: Michael Ober

Subject: Fwd: 726 E Cota St Garage and ADU

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Lisa Zahra <lisaczahra@gmail.com>
Date: Wed, Jan 29, 2020 at 12:00

Subject: Re: 726 E Cota St Garage and ADU
To: Scott Cohen <scottaycohen@gmail.com>

Hi Scott,
Thanks so much for answering my questions. | hope everything goes well and | can't wait to see it when it is finished.
Please forward the following to whoever needs it:

| have reviewed the plans for a proposed garage and ADU on the property at 726 E. Cota St. | support the 2'
encroachment into the setback from the northeast property boundary with my property at 728 E. Cota St.
Please feel free to contact me with any questions.

Sincerely,

Lisa Zahra

Owner of 728 E. Cota Street

626-826-9095 cell

lisaczahra@gmail.com

On Wed, Jan 29, 2020 at 10:11 AM Scott Cohen <scottaycohen@gmail.com> wrote:
Hi Lisa,
Great Questions!

You are reading the plans correctly:). But, the property line on the plans is an estimation based on measurements the
architects took and is not based on a survey. From my measurements, | suspect that the fence line is pretty darn close
to the actual property line, but we are getting a real survey to know for sure. We would place the building 2 feet back
from the actual property line as determined by the survey but we would not mess with the fence either way.

With respect to drainage, our backyard also likes to turn into a big puddle, we currently have a sump pump in our back
yard that pumps directly to the street, we would route any roof water and driveway run off to the sump pump. Also,
the city would not allow us to drain it into your property, each lot is required to deal with its own run off, so that will be
part of the final plan.

Accommodating your tenants is absolutely A vital part of this. Personally, | think maintaining good neighborhood
relations is of upmost importance. We will coordinate to make sure that loud activities are scheduled around nap times
as much as possible and keep communication up so that there are not any other unforeseen conflicts.

Please let me know if you have any other questions or need clarification.

Thanks,



Scott

On Tue, Jan 28, 2020 at 16:46 Lisa Zahra <lisaczahra@gmail.com> wrote:

Hi Scott,

Sorry it took me so long to look at this. | think it's a great idea. We also were thinking of someday possibly adding an
ADU, but that is much further down the road for us. | did have a couple of questions that I'll spell out here so you can
answer them whenever you have time.

It looks on the plans that the fence is not exactly on the property line (but | could be reading the plans wrong) and so
the ADU will actually be less than 2' from the fence, right? That is fine, | am just wanting to know if | am reading it
correctly.

The other concern is that | think my backyard doesn't drain very well during a big rainstorm, so | was hoping that any
additional gutters/downspouts on the garage/ADU could be on the furthest side from me ( | think the Southwest side).
| have that big building already behind my yard that probably already hinders drainage.

And my main concern we already spoke about, just trying your best during construction to accommodate my tenants
(and their little nappers), which | am sure you would anyway, since you guys are such great people and neighbors.
Thanks for listening and answering my questions.

Best,

Lisa

On Wed, Jan 22, 2020 at 5:20 PM Scott Cohen <scottaycohen@gmail.com> wrote:
Hi Lisa,
Thanks for taking time to look at this. Here is a little bit of background. The standard setback for a building like this is
4 feet. With that setback it would not be possible to get a car into the garage because the garage opening would fall
behind the corner of the house. We asked the city if they would be willing to do a reduced setback and they agreed
to a 2 foot encroachment into the 4 foot setback. We are just able to squeeze the garage in with that setback.

Please take a look at the plans and see what you think. The fishing details have not been added to the plans
aesthetically yet, the ultimate goal is to have the unit match the house and the architect is working on that for the
final submission. For now the important aspect of the plan have to do with overall placement of the structure into
the setback.

If you approve, please use the following verbiage in your response "l have reviewed the plans for a proposed garage
and ADU on the property at 726 E. Cota St. | support the 2' encroachment into the setback from the northeast
property boundary with my property at 728 E. Cota St."

Thanks,
Scott

x

RD 2020.01.22 Plan Set.pdf

Scott Cohen
(530)400-2878

Scott Cohen
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	VI. Findings and Conditions
	The project qualifies for an exemption from further environmental review under CEQA Guidelines Section 15183 based on city staff analysis and the CEQA certificate of determination on file for this project. The Staff Hearing Officer finds that:
	1) The Interior Setback Modification is consistent with the purposes and intent of the Zoning Ordinance and is necessary to construct an appropriate improvement on the lot. The Accessory Dwelling Unit is appropriately designed and located on the lot t...
	2) The Open Yard Modification is consistent with the purposes and intent of the Zoning Ordinance and is necessary to secure an appropriate improvement on the lot. The placement of the garage/Accessory Dwelling Unit allows for vehicle access to the gar...
	Said approval is subject to the following standard condition:



